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- U.S. Judo-e OKs
[ move to setﬂe

spy suit here

By Jay Branegan LSRR

FEDEBAL JUDGE Susan" Getzendanner gave
her preliminary approval Tuesday to settlement
~“of a class action. suit against the FBI and the
- CIA .that would end six years of litigation over :
-"charges. that the two agencies illegally spied on._

* activist groups. and indwxdua& and dxsrupted
then-actmtles nhes T ¥

-Getzendanner, of US sttnct Court gava tha ’

’ goahcad for the next step toward final approval
of the settlement after a handful of the original
. individuals and organizations that belped bring -
" the spying charges formally criticized the pro-
.. posed settlement as being too lax, but announced *
they would -not stand m the way ol fmal approv- :
al.

Getundanner set a heanng for Feb. 13 to :
. consider objections from individual members of -
the class. After that hearmg, she could make the ,
settlemcntfmal . :

“THE CASE !nvo)ves two suits brought by the
Alhance to End Repression and -the Amencan
" Civil Liberties Union on behalf ‘of more-than 50.
Chicago-area community groups, churches, civil
nghts groups, pohhcal orgamzatxons and mde- )

They charged that through the mxd-19703, the
CIA and the FBI, along with the Chicago Police.
Departmeut’s Red Squad, conducted surveillance,
- -compiled dossiers, conducted clandestine break-
ins, and sabotaged some groups’ activities, all o!
which violated their constitutional rights. :

. Under the proposed settlement, the FBI adxmts
. to the break-ins, known as “black ‘bag jobs,” and
- agrees to ban the practice. The agency says it -
“ will limit-its investigations generally to criminal
- activity,’ and the CIA" agrees to adhere to laws
barring it from domestic operations. = * <:v: . >
“¥'The City of Chicago has not agreed to a settle.
mmt, and both cases a,gainst thc pohee depart—
mentare pendmg.i : e >i¢..;-n.

HOWEVER, THE Sociallst Workers. Party tho
Y Socialm.sAlliance, and activist lawyers--
' G.Flint'ravlor Jeifrey Haas, andDennhC:m-
- objected to. the. proposed - consen
_-doaoe,eusinmedwhmrﬁybyRichardGnunan i
| = o the Alliance and Douglas Cassel for the ACLU -
(,,_}“Wo feel the proposed decree is. fraught with "
= ambiguities, all -running to the. benefit: of .the -
-tgonnun ”thcthreolawyersstatedhleal
plptrs.'l'hoy:adthcmaﬁtorhgpmﬂmoﬂhe
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